Christians Seeking Identity
Lesson # 2

God Conscious or Sin Conscious

The Mixture

Sin Conscious: My walk with God is based on my obligation to meet God’s standards.   It is impossible to do.  I am always aware of what I cannot do.
Deuteronomy 28:1-2 If you perform according to this standard you will receive the following blessings.

Deuteronomy 28:15 If you do not perform according to this standard, you will not receive the blessings but will be cursed instead.
Romans 3:19-20 Everyone is guilty according to the standards of the law.  No one can become justified by the law.  The law increases the awareness of sin.

Romans 7:8-11, 13 the commandments bring to light sin.  When sin is magnified, it causes a longing for that which is forbidden.  An awareness of sin without the ability to conquer it brings death.  It causes a separation from God’s ways which bring life.

Romans 7:18 The desire to conquer sin is there, but I do not have the ability to do what I desire to do.

I am sin conscious!  It is impossible to achieve freedom from condemnation and guilt.
God Conscious: My walk with God is based on what He has done for me through Jesus.  He fulfilled my obligation. 

Romans 3:21-22, 24 We are justified freely by His grace.

Hebrews 10:9-10 The first covenant has been replaced with the second and we are sanctified once and for all by Jesus.

Hebrews 10:14, 17 By one sacrifice we are perfected forever. God does not relate to us according to our iniquities.
Hebrews 9:8-14 The Holy Spirit cleanses our consciousness of sin.

Hebrews 10:16 God has written the law in our hearts.  We do not have to will ourselves to perform that which we can not.  God changes our desires.

Philippians 2:13 He causes me to do that which brings Him pleasure.

Grace-the influence of God upon my heart to change the way I think, and the resulting lifestyle changes that it produces.

Faith Persuasion that you can rely on Christ to produce your salvation

Salvation Complete well being in every area of your life!

Freedom; liberty; healing; soundness of mind; prosperity, 
Rescue from condemnation
The real issue is what are we depending on to produce salvation?  Are we depending on our will power, or are we depending on God’s Spirit?  If we depend on our will power, we will be sin conscious.  But if we depend on grace, we will become God conscious.
We were born again when we realized that we needed a savior.  We came to Jesus with nothing to offer and accepted his provision and salvation for us.  For a while we walked content in what he had done for us.  But, not long after our born again experience, there came a day when we did something that caused us to feel guilty.  We suddenly began to feel like we had nothing to offer God and we did not like it.  We began to feel like God was no longer pleased with us and we began to think according to Deuteronomy 28 again.  If I do these things, I can expect God to bless me and He will be happy with me, but if I fail to do these things, I cannot expect the blessings of God, and I might even become cursed with a punishment.  

At this point, we began to live our lives out of a mixture of the old covenant and the new covenant!  

Rev 3:15-16  I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 

 God does not want us to become a mixture. If we do not mix grace with the law, it will make us realize that we need a savior.  If the law is not mixed with grace, God will be faithful to write His laws in our hearts.  But, if grace becomes mixed with the law, neither one of them can fully accomplish that which they were intended to accomplish.  With a little grace mixed in with the law, the law will work death in you, but you will have enough encouragement coming from grace that you will not come to the conclusion that you have to totally depend on the savior.

If you mix a little law with grace, grace will bring life to you, but there will always be that little element of death that enters in and keeps you from feeling completely free.

Galatians 2:20, 3:2 
When we mix the two, we become double minded and it causes us to walk in frustration. One day we are victorious, the next day we are defeated!  This is the plan of the enemy to keep us from experiencing victory the way that God intended us to.
James 1:6-9 A double minded man is unstable.  A two spirited man is unstable!  That means, a man that is both sin conscious and God conscious at the same time is unstable.
This double minded experience is nearly universal across the body of Christ.  Why is this?  It is plain to see when we analyze the old covenant that it does not work.  Why do we all come to this position? 

Acts 13:10 And said, O full of all subtlety and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? 

We have an enemy of righteousness that has distorted our view of who God is and His purpose for man. 

2 Timothy 2:25-26 Double mindedness is a snare of the devil.

If he can cause us to become double minded, we will become unstable.
Hebrews 3:10 Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, “They do always err in their heart; and they have not known my ways.” 

Hebrews 3:11 So I swore in my wrath, “They shall not enter into my rest.” 

This misinterpretation of God’s ways keeps us from entering into the rest that we all so desperately long for.  Let us look at the way we perceive God.  Most of us feel like God’s prime objective is to get man to repent from his sins so that an unrighteous, unholy man can have fellowship with a Holy God.  God is a God of wrath.   If man does not repent, then God will sentence him to eternity in hell.  We are “sin conscious.”
Is this the correct perception of God, or has Satan perverted the ways of God?


Definition:
Wrath Strong’s Concordance: a longing toward, excitement of the mind, violent passion

  What is God longing for?  What is His violent passion?
God is a God of judgment!

Psalms 9:7-8 But the LORD shall endure for ever: he hath prepared his throne for judgment. 

Psa 9:8 He shall judge the world in righteousness, he shall minister judgment to the people in uprightness. 

What does the word judgment mean?  Included with the defintions in Strong’s Concordance that we normally associate with judgment is this definition:  Divine law. God’s divine law or purpose for man is righteousness.  It is not God that brings calamity upon man for disobedience.  It is the fact that God’s ways and man’s ways are not the same and man’s ways do not produce salvation and complete well being in all aspects of life like God’s ways do. Isaiah 55
Psalms 9:16 The LORD is known by the judgment which he executeth: the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. 

Matthew 15:13 But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. 

Man’s ways are killing him.  God wants to rescue him from the wrong ways that are causing destruction in his life.
Isaiah 29:13b Their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men.

Matthew 3:7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 

The fear we have toward God is a wrong precept.  It originated in the garden with the serpent.  When Adam and Eve went in a direction that was not according to God’s ways, it caused a sense of shame and fear that made them hide from God.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

It is out of God’s love for man that he wants to keep man from perishing from the things that are keeping him from experiencing a God quality of life.

John 3:17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 

Condemn 2919 To try, to determine guilt, to punish, to make accusations against, to point out flaws 

John 12:47-50 If any man hear my words and believe them not, I judge him not!

God’s commandment (authoritative prescription) for man is life everlasting. God did not send Jesus to condemn the world.  He is not the one that is focused on bringing  judgment to us because of our sin. God wants us to instead come to salvation.  He wants us to live a life that is free from condemnation. It is his passion to set us free from what is killing us.

John 16:8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

Definition 


Reprove 1651: admonish, convict convince

John 16:9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; 

John 16:10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 

John 16:11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 

The name Satan means accuser.  Satan is the judged.  But, Satan has flipped the ideas of accusation and judgment.  He has us believing that it is God that is condemning us and that we are the ones coming under the judgment of God.  He is perverting the right ways of the Lord.  He knows that if we see God in this light then we will begin to serve Him out of guilt and fear and it will produce the fruit of the Law and we will walk in sin consciousness.
God is not the one bringing condemnation to us.  He is trying to rescue us from the condemnation that comes when we go our own way that is not His way.  He knows that our way will kill us.  His violent passion is for us to experience a God quality of life and He knows that we cannot enter into the rest of His divine law unless we go His way.  He wants to rescue us, not condemn us.

Mark 3:26-29 A house divided can’t stand.
Definitions:

Divided 3307-separated in opinion or feeling

Stand 2476-hold up

Mar 3:26 And if Satan rise up against himself, and be divided, he cannot stand, but hath an end.
How do we divide Satan?  We do it by speaking God’s word when he comes in with accusation.  How does divide God’s house?  We divide it when we begin to agree with the words of the adversary that are not in agreement with the word of God.
Mar 3:27  No man can enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he will first bind the strong man; and then he will spoil his house. 

Mar 3:28 Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: 

Mar 3:29  But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation: 

Definitions:

Blaspheme slander, come against good character

 say the opposite of that which is true and thus declaring that the Holy Ghost is a liar. 

Forgiveness liberty, freedom from condemnation

Damnation Accusation, Condemnation

The Holy Ghost is the one that reveals to you God’s ways and how God sees you.  He reveals to you what God has freely given you.

1Co 2:12  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 

  If you continually speak opposite what the Holy Ghost is speaking, you will never be free from accusation and condemnation.

This is the tactic that Satan has used from the beginning.  Each of the examples below show where man took his mind and confidence off of what God had spoken, and began to trust or not trust in what he could do independently of God.

Genesis 3:1-5 Adam and Eve

God created Adam and Eve in His image.  They were like God.  But, the enemy convinced them that they could only be like God if they went against the words God had spoken concerning the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  When they agreed with the adversary, they began to walk in condemnation and death or separation from God.
Numbers 13:2, 31-33 Spies and children of Israel-God told them to spy out the land which he had given them.  When the spies saw the land, they looked to their ability to be able to conquer the land and realized that they were too weak to take it.  The Bible says that they brought back an evil report of unbelief.  Evil report means blaspheme or slander.  God said they could take the land because He had given it to them.  But they were actually calling God a liar when they said that they could not take the land.  As soon as the focus came to their ability apart from God’s ability, what God had promised became an impossible thing.  God said one thing, they said the opposite thing and it divided God’s house.
The same tactic was used on Jesus, but Jesus did not waver from the word that God had spoken to Him.

Matthew 3:16, 17 Matthew 4:3 Satan attempted to divide Jesus with the thought “If you are the son of God, prove it.”  Have you ever heard that?
Acts 13:10 We have an enemy of righteousness that wants to pervert the word of God.

God says that His word in us will never come back void but will always accomplish that which He sent it to do.  But, if His word becomes perverted, it cannot accomplish what God intended it to. Isaiah 55

God wants to set us free, He wants to rescue us from the perverted ways that are killing us.  God wants us to enter into what He has done for us.  He wants us to be God Conscious!

